
12/14/22, 9:15 AM University of Arizona Announcement

https://view.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7a3cb64c37b7bf8988b6d2a22569123ebee1d0ddaff18f9ba56d726f9f09ffa907b8953ebef7c742d7e286a33541b00… 1/4

To view this email as a web page, go here.

December 14, 2022, 7:38 a.m.

Dear Students and Colleagues,
I hope you are all doing well now that finals are in full swing. Students, remember we
have many resources available such as THINK TANK, if you need help preparing, or
student assistance through the Dean of Students Office, if you need help coping with
any stress you may experience. 

If you are comple�ng a degree program this semester, congratula�ons! Enjoy the
winter convoca�on ceremonies, and I hope we see all of you back for
Commencement in May. 

Here are a few highlights for this week.
 

Sustainability

Earlier this month, I par�cipated on a panel with other leaders from AAU-member
universi�es, discussing the importance of our ins�tu�ons leading the crea�on and
implementa�on of climate solu�ons. I was very proud to describe the leadership
provided by our students, whose dedica�on to this issue has inspired all of us. This
includes the crea�on of the University’s Sustainability Fee, proposed by students,
supported by the ASUA and GPSC, and approved by ABOR in 2021. The fee is the
source for our Campus Sustainability Fund , which accepts proposals from faculty,
staff, and students. The Fund’s 2022-2023 Annual Grant proposals are due by Jan. 15,
and I encourage you to learn more if you are interested in submi�ng. 

I also was pleased to announce the University’s new Presiden�al Advisory Commission
on the Future of Agriculture and Food Produc�on in a Drying Climate just last week,
which you can read about on the Execu�ve Office of the President website.
 

WSCUC Ins�tu�onal Accredita�on
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On November 14, 2022, the Department Of Educa�on gave the University permission
to apply for accredita�on from the WASC Senior College & University Commission
(WSCUC). If the accredita�on request is approved by WSCUC, the University will
switch from the current accreditor, the Higher Learning Commission (HLC). 

WSCUC accredits approximately 200 four-year colleges and doctoral universi�es,
many of which are our peers. Notable examples are the ins�tu�ons of the California
State University system and University of California system, Stanford, and USC. 

A diverse group of campus colleagues, including representa�ves of shared
governance, have supported the effort to apply for WSCUC accredita�on. On Jan. 18–
19, 2023, a WSCUC peer review team will conduct a site visit at our main campus with
faculty, staff, administrators, and students. The team will then provide a report for
WSCUC’s review and considera�on. Strategic direc�on is provided by the Senior Vice
Provost and Academic Liaison Officer, Gail Burd, who served as Execu�ve Lead for the
HLC 2021 Affirma�on of Accredita�on. 

I invite you to read these accredita�on FAQs to learn more. 
 

Public Health Updates and Reminders

As we prepare for the winter holidays, I want to encourage all of you to take basic
public health precau�ons to protect yourself and those around you. Cases of
respiratory illnesses are rising, including COVID-19, influenza, and RSV, and many
hospitals and other health care facili�es are under strain. 

COVID-19 and Influenza

Pima County, home to our main campus, now has a high CDC Community Level for
COVID-19, and wearing a high-quality face coverings indoors in public is
recommended. If you live or work in other coun�es, or if you are travelling, please
visit the CDC’s COVID-19 by County page to check condi�ons near you. 

Tes�ng for COVID-19 is always important if you have symptoms, and par�cularly now
with the increase in cases. Cats TakeAway Tes�ng remains available through Dec. 23
(with regular hours resuming Jan. 3). At-home tests are widely available, including
through the Campus Health Pharmacy. Remember that with at-home tests, con�nued
tes�ng over several days may be necessary.  

Please make sure you are up to date on the vaccine for COVID-19, which includes the
bivalent booster released earlier this fall. Visit vaccines.gov or contact your health
care provider to make an appointment.
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If you have yet to get your flu shot, please consider doing so as soon as possible. The
flu vaccine is widely available at community providers. 

Mpox

Mpox, recently renamed from monkeypox by the World Health Organiza�on, has been
detected in main campus wastewater samples. University leaders and local public
health officials receive aggregate data from tes�ng results. 

While cases have dropped drama�cally in the United States, mpox remains a public
health concern, and the CDC has recommended vaccina�on if you have been exposed
or are at high risk of exposure. As a reminder, mpox is spread mostly through close,
in�mate contact. For more informa�on, including vaccina�on op�ons at no cost to
students, faculty, and staff, please visit the Campus Health mpox page. 
 

Campus Safety Update

As an update on campus safety and security, I want to thank again the nearly 1,200
campus and community members who have provided valuable input. The PAX Group
LLC is con�nuing its independent review. Re�red FBI Tucson Assistant Special Agent in
Charge Steve Pa�erson is consul�ng with our Threat Assessment and Management
Team and offering insigh�ul exper�se on immediate campus security needs.
University programs and prac�ces are being reviewed to iden�fy opportuni�es to
improve. This remains my top priority, and I look forward to upda�ng all of you further
in the new year. 

University of Arizona Global Campus Update

We are making progress in the process of acquiring and incorpora�ng UAGC into
UArizona. The UA-UAGC Ini�a�ve, launched earlier this year to coordinate the
opera�ons of the two universi�es, has ac�vated working groups across campus. With
members from both universi�es, including representa�ves of shared governance, the
working groups are addressing opportuni�es and challenges in five key focus areas:
Academics, Student Success, Ins�tu�onal Opera�ons, Oversight and Compliance, and
Con�nuous Improvement. 

The working groups will provide recommenda�ons and poten�al solu�ons to
leadership in advance of the planned acquisi�on date of July 1, 2023. There is s�ll
much to do, and I truly appreciate the efforts of our dedicated faculty and staff
members who are contribu�ng their �me and exper�se to this important ini�a�ve. 
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I appreciate everyone’s contribu�ons this semester, par�cularly those rooted in our
Core Values in support of one another. I wish you all Happy Holidays.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Robbins, M.D.

President
The University of Arizona

This email was sent to: all students, faculty, staff, and DCC's.

Privacy Statement

University of Arizona, 1200 E. University Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85721, US
© Copyright 2022 The University of Arizona. All rights reserved.

Land Acknowledgment

We respec�ully acknowledge the University of Arizona is on the land and territories of Indigenous
peoples. Today, Arizona is home to 22 federally recognized tribes, with Tucson being home to the

O’odham and the Yaqui. Commi�ed to diversity and inclusion, the University strives to build
sustainable rela�onships with sovereign Na�ve Na�ons and Indigenous communi�es through

educa�on offerings, partnerships, and community service.
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